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1753: 





Gray’s Inn, Sept. 29, 1 
Cur tamen hoc libeat potius Decurrere caiipo, 
S2 vacat, et placidi rationem admittitis, Edainz. 


Juv. 


T has been remarked by Writers, whom Am- 
bitionto add to the Amufements of the Public 
has incited to portion out their indeavours 
into pericdical effays, that their firft Ad- 
drefs, in the introductory Expianation of 


- 





©, their Scheme, has been the Caute of more 
Uneafinels and Diftreis, and has occafioned more vehement Bit- 


ings of the Nails and Rubbings of the Forehead, than any other 
a 


fucceffive Lucubration; in like Manner, as we find Men, in 
the ordinary Scenes of Life, who, upon their firft Appearance 
in a Company of Strangers, betray feveral aukward Movements 
in their Advances, arifing from the different Ideas of Bafhfulnefs 


and Diffidence, which agitate their Minds, until the initial Cere- 

onies are adjufted. As I have held a literary Intercourfe with 
the Public for a confiderable Time paft, and have enjoyed the 
Pleafure of converfing with many Hundreds of my Countrymen 
every Saturday, 1 fhould have imagined myftelf capable of ifuing | 
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“Yay, without feeling any extraordinary Sollicitude for the 
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I'vent, or being difconcerted by thofe Alarms and Perturbations 
of Spirit, which are apt to feize People of Senfibility in their 
Tempers, when irrefiftible Principles of Action have prevailed 
over their Modefty, and called them forth into a more confpi- 
cuous Point of View : But I find, though I have been a Dupe to 
Popularity for feveral Months, that I have not entirely loft my 
Shame, which I take to be a rare Thing in an Author, and, it 
is with fome Degree of Fear and Trembling, that I now hold 
the Pen, this my new Form of Appearance fitting about me like 
a new Fafhion, which has never failed to difcompofe the even 
Tenor of my Mind, as it attraéts the Eyes of the Multitude 
more earneftly, than a plainer and more ufual Apparel. On this 
Account, I muft own, that my cuftomary Alacrity has felt a 
confiderable Abatement, and, after much Contemplation and deep 
Study, I fhould have been totally at a Lofs, how to recom- 
mend myfelf to the public Favour, had not the Example of the 
moft eminent and powerful of my Countrymen, now at the Eve 
of a general Election, pointed out a Mode of Eloquence, to 
which IJ think it elegible to adhere, and fhall therefore ufe it as 
the moft perfuafive Rhetoric I can fuggeft to myielf. 


Gray’s-Inn, September 20, 1753. 
To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of Great-Britain. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Cannot omit this Opportunity of returning you Thanks for 
I the Favour you have fhewed to me upon former Occafions, 
and, as I have had the Honour at a general Affembly of my 
Friends, met this Day at my Chambers, to be put in Nomina- 
tion to reprefent you, and all your Vices, Follies, and Foibles 
in the Gray’s-Inn-Fournal, 1 defire the Favour of your Votes and 
Intereft, affuring you, that I fhall, at all Times, exert my moft 
vigorous Endeavours for your Inftruction and Entertainment, be- 
ing a fincere Friend to the Caufe of true Wit and Humour, and a 
fteady Affertor of Decency, Virtue, and good Manners. With 
thefe Sentiments I have the Honour to be, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moft obliged, and moft obedient Servant, 


CHARLES RANGER. 


N. B. I was always againft the Jew Bill. 
As 
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As Mr. Fofeph D’ Anvers and the prefent Writer have hitherto 
ftood together, it may poffibly appear ftrange that his Name is 
not inferted in this Form of Addrefs; but as Reafons of great 
Cogency have induced that Gentleman to decline continuing a 
Candidate any longer, I am determined to ftand the Poll alone, 
and when I unfold the Motives, which have influenced me to vary 
from my former Manner of Publication, I flatter myfelf, that I 
fhall bid much fairer to rife in the Eftimation of my Readers. 


I nave ever held myfelf greatly obliged by the Candor of the 
Town, in the favourable Reception they have been pleafed to af- 
ford to this Undertaking, and, asI am defirous to improve that 
Harmony and reciprocal Good-liking, which feems at prefent 
to fubfift between us, a Senfe of Gratitude for the Civilities receiv- 
ed, has dictated to me that it is now become a Kind of Duty, to pay 
fome Regard to my Readers Eyes, which, I am apprehenfive, have 
been a good Deal impaired by the Badnefs of the Paper and 
Print made Ufe of heretofore. And indeed, that any one fhould 
pore away his Eye-fight in the .Peruial of my Lucubrations, is a 
Compliment, I have no Right to expect, and therefore, that there 


is a Demand upon me, not only for Perfpicuity and Clearnefs of 


Stile, but alfo for Neatnefs and Accuracy in printing, is a Point 
I am willing to give my Affent to. On this Account I am deter- 
mined to put every Thing out of Hand, for the future, in the 
handfomeft and moft elegant Manner; and, though this Refolu- 
tion has taken Rife from a Defire to gratify thofe, who honour my 
Produétions with their Perufal, I muit own that it has in its Way 
received a Tinge from the fecret Vanity of Authors, who certain- 
ly do not feel more Rapture in the firft Dawn of their Concep- 
tions, than in the ultimate finifhing of their Defiens, which, as I 
take it, is the twofold Satisfaction defcribed by the Poet , 


Bebold bis Pleafure while he works the Mine ; 
Behold his Pleasure, when be {ces it foine. 


For this Reafon, it became abfolutely necefiary to detach my- 
telf from my Engagements with the Craft/man, in doing which, I 
have aéted in Conformity to the Practice of al! politic States, when 
their Allies do not fend their Quota to affift the general Plan of 
Operation ; and indeed, inftead of being aided by my Connexions 
with that Paner, I rather found myfelf clogged with Incumbrances, 


which 
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which, like the heavy Baggage of an Army, ferved only to retard 
my Progrefs. By this I would be underftood to mean, the additi- 
onal Articles of News colleéted out of the Daily Hiftorians, from 
ail which, I never could conceive, what Kind of Advantage can 
redound to a rational Creature, who can neither receive Inftruction 
or Entertainment, by reading that Mr. Such-a-one died at his 
Country Houfe, when perhaps the Gentleman is in perfect good 
Health ; and if Squire Rent-Roll is arrived in Town with a grand 
Retinue, I apprehend it in no way interefting to any Man breathing, 
except his Taylor. As this Kind of Information was never proper- 
ly co-incident with my Plan, I am pleafed to be cifengaged from 
it, the more efpecially as I cannot controul myfelf from thinking, 
that the Intelligence, which I colleét with infinite Pains in the 
Refearch, will have a better Tendency to gratify that Curiofity, 
which prevails in human Nature, and will ferve better to divert 
Spleen and Melancholy, than dull Letters from the Hague, and 
fictitious Advices from the Swede and Turk. 


THere was another Sort of Supernumeraries, or Fagots in my 
Train, to whom I am proud to give a Difmiffion, and thefe are the 
celebrated Perfonages who recommend the so-MuCH-FAMED V1PER- 
Drops, the ANopyne Necktace, the Proxtiric Exixrir, the 
Anti-Sipuyticon @c. Thefe People, to reaflume the Allufion 
which I have already made, come forward like the Jnvalids of a 
Corps, covered with naufeous Wounds and Sores, and with Refpect 
to their Attendance on me, I have often faid with Fatstarre, 
“* if I be not afbamed of my Company, I ama fouced Gurnet.” The 
Truth of itis, as I profefs to minifter to the Difeafes of the Mind, 
I am apprehenfive that my Performances may catch a Kind of 
Contagion from their Proximity to thefe Quack Advertifements, 
and be thought as totally devoid of Efficacy to enliven, refine and 
invigorate the Powers of the Mind, as the above-mention’d Em- 
porics are with Regard to the human Body : Befides tiis, as I have 


now infinuated myfelf into the good Graces of feveral Families, I 
do not think it decent to hand up Advertifements to a Gentleman’s 


Wife or Daughter, which are only fit for an Hofpital or a Brothel. 


Tuis Circumftance has always hurt a certain Delicacy in my 
Way of Thinking, which it fhall be my Study to gratify for the 
Future; as the Gray’s-Inn JournaL was commenced to pro- 
mote ufeful Mirth and good Humour, it fhall never deviate from 

thofe 
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thofe Principles ; and whatever petty Animofities may arife, I am 
determined to proceed in my Career, without going out of my 
Way, like the Countryman in the Fable, to crufh the Grafhoppers 
that may make a Noife around me. [I fhall confole myfelf, in 
that Cafe, with a Reflection that thofe Nuifances are ever found in 


the Sunfhine. 
Sole fub ardenti refonant arbufta cicadis. VIRG. 


To conclude, as I have now, like the Serpent, caft my Slough, 
I hope I fhall refemble that Animal in one Inftance only, that of 
Emerging from my former State with new Luftre and Beauty ; 
the Creeping, the Hiffing, and the Venom of the Serpent, as 
they are remote from the Author’s Breaft, fo, I fatter mytelf they 


will never gain Admiffion into his Writings. 
r 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 
Regifter Office, Sept. 29th, 1753. 

N order to condu& this Undertaking, with the utmoft Affiduity and Dili- 
[ gence, I fhall not, for the future, depend entirely upon my own Rambles, 
hut, that I may colleé&t the moft extenfive Variety of Intelligence, I have open- 
ed a Set of Chambers in Gray’s-Inn, which are to ferve the Purpofes of a Re- 
gifter-Office, where all Articles of Information will be given in, by my Emif- 
faries, and entered in a regular Manner, by proper Book-Keepers ;:fo that I 
fhall have for the future little more to do, than barely to cull and fe- 
lect from thofe Repofitories. | As there cannot but offer feveral Occurrences, 
which will not admit of an entire Eifay, I fhall from Time to Time, throw 
out fome curfory Animadverfions, dated from the above mentioned Places 
which will be fhort Speculations or Thoughts upon various Subjects ; and I 
have ordered my feveral Agents, to keep a fharp Look-out, in order to defery 
the leaft Gleam of Merit in any Perfon whatever, which, whenever an Ac- 
count of it reaches our Hands, fhall be faithfully recorded in this Paper. By 
thefe Means, the Man of Virtue, ftealing down the Bye-Walk of Life, fhall 
blufh to find his Virtue called into Day-Light, and the concealed Hypocrite 
fhall ftartle at the public Eye. The Ladies fhall be informed of the Perfidy 
of Lovers, and the Men fhall be made acquainted with the Coquetry and diffi- 
mulating Arts of Women. Though a royal Patent has made a Monopoly 
of the two Theatres, I intend to be AZanager of both, and in this Office I 
fhall condué& myfelf with the ftricteft Impartiality ; I fhall likewife watch all 
the Produ@ions of the Prefs, and, in fhort, as the Satireft exprefles it, all the 
Actions of Men, their feveral Paffions, their Defires, their Fears, their Re- 
fentments, their Gratifications, their Delights and their Frolics, fhall be the 
mifcellaneous Subject of my Lucubrations. 


Quidquid agunt homines, Votum, timor, ira, voluptas, 
Gaudia, Difcurfus, rofirt eft farrago likeli, Juv. 


Regiflers 
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Regifter-Office, 25th Sept. 1753. 
[t is confidently faid, that feveral Academies will be inftituted in this Me - 
tropolis, for the Encouragement of Genius and Science, in Imitation of the 
celebrated Societies, eftablifhed in mof of the principal Cities of Italy ; and 
we further “hear that the In/ul/i have appointed their daily Meetings to be held 
at the Rainbow-Coffee- Houfe in Cornhill ; the Infipidi at Garraway’s; the Cri- 
tict and Malewvoli at George’s, near Temple- Bar; the Aleatorii, at White’s Cho- 
colate-Houfe, and the Bibaculi at the Shake/pear’s Head in Covent-Garden. 
Bedford-Coffec-Fioujc, 26th September, 
The Number of Critics, within the Liberties of the City, being of late years 
confiderably encreafed, it was refolved by the Board of the fuid Body, held a 
few Days ago, that a felect Number be chofe for the feveral Precincts, anc that 
the Majority of them do attend every Sunday Evening at this Houfe, to exa- 
mine and take into Confideration the State of Criticifm for the preceding 
Week. Several Candidates have already offered themfelves, and in fome 
Places it is imagined the Conteft will be very obftinate and warm. Timely 
Notice will be given in this Paper of the Day of Eleétion, and a Lift will be 
inferted of the Members, who are returned to ferve. 


Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lanc, S:pt. 28th. 


On Tuefday \aft we had a fplendid and numerous Audience, drawn toge- 
ther, by Mr. AZofops’s appearing in Richard the Third, which Character he 
not only performed with great Spirit, but alfo convinced the Judicious that he 
is greatly improved in his Profeflion. Since that, Much ado about nothing, has 
been prefented, in which Play Mr. Garrick difplayed his ufual Strokes of Vi- 
vacity and Humour, and Mrs, Pritchard acquitted herfelf, as fhe always does 
in the Dialogue of Comedy, with the moft diverting Pleafantry. 


Covent-Garden Play-Houfe, Sept. 24th. 


Wecan now affure the Public that Mr. Barry is retained here for the en- 
fuing Seafon, and the Town will not only be obliged to that excellent Per- 
former for his own Exhibitions, but alfo for the Appearance of a young Ac- 
trefs, who has never yet been upon any Stage. The fame Advices add, 
that, if a beautiful Form, an Elegance of Features, and an Eye bright with 
meaning can engage the Inclinations of an Audience, this young Lady will 
be fure of meeting with the moft favourable Reception, which, it is not doubt- 
ed, will animate her to fuch an Exertion of her Talents, as cannot fail to 
prove her an A&ctrefs of diftinguifhed Merit. 


To the PUBLIC. 


LL Perfons who are willing to furnifh the Critics, for the enfuing Sea- 

fon, with Apples, Oranges, Catcalls, and other Impliments of Criti- 

cifm, at the loweft Prices, are defired to fend in their Propofals, fealed up, to 
be left at the Bar of the Bedford-Coffee-Hou/e, on or before the 29th of Odtaber 


next. 





—_—— 


LONDON: Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet- 
Street; and J. BOUQUET, in Pater-Nofter-Row; where Letters 
to the Author are taken in. 


- a fe ge 


Pr PPT a So 





